
Aviation Safety 800 Independence Ave
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December 23, 2021

                                  Exemption No. 18980
                                          Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2021-1098

Mr. Brent Armenta
Director of Operations
Maverick Airstar LLC
107 Corsair Dr. 
Grand Canyon, AZ  86023

Dear Mr. Armenta:

This letter is to inform you that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has granted your 
request for an exemption. This letter transmits the FAA’s decision, explains the FAA’s basis, and 
provides the conditions and limitations of the exemption, including the date it ends.

The Basis for the FAA’s Decision

By letter dated November 16, 2021, you petitioned the FAA on behalf of Maverick Airstar LLC
(Maverick) for an exemption from §§ 136.9(a) and 136.11(c)(2) of Title 14, Code of Federal 
Regulations (14 CFR) to the extent necessary to allow Maverick to conduct commercial air tour 
flights within the Grand Canyon Area in Maverick’s helicopters with life preservers that are 
readily available for their intended use and easily accessible to each occupant and without
helicopter floats.

The FAA has issued a grant of exemption in circumstances similar in material respects to those 
presented in your petition.  In Grant of Exemption No. 9491 (copy enclosed), the FAA found that 
an equivalent level of safety could be achieved in commercial helicopter air tour flights over the 
Colorado River and its tributaries with life preservers that are readily available for their intended 
use and easily accessible to each occupant and without helicopter floats, subject to conditions 
and limitations.

Having reviewed your reasons for requesting an exemption, I find that:

They are similar in all material respects to relief previously requested in the enclosed Grant 
of Exemption No. 9491;
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The reasons stated by the FAA for granting the enclosed Grant of Exemption No. 9491 also 
apply to the situation presented in your petition; and  
 
A grant of exemption is in the public interest.

 
The FAA’s Decision 
 
The FAA has determined that good cause exists for not publishing a summary of the petition in 
the Federal Register. The FAA has determined that good cause exists because the requested 
exemption would not set a precedent and any delay in acting on this petition would be 
detrimental to Maverick. 
 
Under the authority contained in 49 U.S.C. §§ 106(f), 40113, and 44701, which the FAA 
Administrator has delegated to me, I hereby grant Maverick Airstar LLC an exemption from 
14 CFR §§ 136.9(a) and 136.11(c)(2) to the extent necessary to allow Maverick to conduct 
commercial air tour flights within the Grand Canyon Area in Maverick’s helicopters with life 
preservers that are readily available for their intended use and easily accessible to each occupant 
and without helicopter floats, subject to the conditions and limitations described below. 
 
Conditions and Limitations 
 

1. This grant of exemption applies only to those Maverick air tour flights conducted over 
the Colorado River and its tributaries and only to the FAA-approved Maverick routes 
described in its petition. The Las Vegas Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) must 
approve any change to routes. This grant of exemption does not apply to any other 
flights over water conducted by Maverick. 
 

2. Each flight must be conducted in accordance with Part 135 and other than, for purposes 
of takeoff or landing, when the aircraft is over the Colorado River, it must be operated 
at or above 5,000 feet above the high water line. 

3. During these flights, each occupant must have a life preserver readily available for 
intended use and that life preserver must be easily accessible. 

4. Maverick will fully brief each passenger in accordance with the passenger overwater 
briefings per Section 136.7(b) and point out the location of life preservers to passengers 
during the pre-takeoff briefing.

5. The Las Vegas FSDO must approve the installation of the life preservers.

6. Each pilot must have suitable landing areas available for each flight. 

7. Each pilot must have completed FAA-approved training concerning emergency 
landings and how to select suitable landing areas for helicopters. 
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8. Maverick must comply with any additional requirements added by the Las Vegas 

FSDO. 
 
Failure to comply with any of the above conditions and limitations may result in the immediate 
suspension or rescission of this exemption. 
 
The Effect of the FAA’s Decision 
 
This exemption terminates on January 31, 2024, unless sooner superseded or rescinded. 
 
To request an extension or amendment to this exemption, please submit your request by using 
the Regulatory Docket No. FAA-2021-1098 (http://www.regulations.gov). In addition, you 
should submit your request for extension or amendment no later than 120 days prior to the 
expiration listed above, or the date you need the amendment, respectively.

Any extension or amendment request must meet the requirements of 14 CFR § 11.81.

Sincerely, 

/s/ 
Robert C. Carty
Acting Executive Director, Flight Standards Service 

Enclosure 


















